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OR, 
Fuxrutex REASONS 
In Support of the 


PLAN or PRrRoPosALs for the Amend- 
ment of the ROADS, Se. 


HEN I publiſhed the foregoin 
Treatiſe, I did not in the 
ine it would be neceflary for me to 
add any Thing thereto, as believing it 
would ſufficiently expreſs the true In- 
tent thereof ; and becauſe I was inclin- 
ed to hope, that Hints only, on a Sub- 
ject ſo important, would ſuffice to prove 
the Utility of the Propoſals therein. 

I was not at all anxious about the 
Fate of the Performance, whilſt, un- 
ambitious of the Name of Author, and 
— thereto only by my Withes to 

e the 


Publick, in firm Reliance on 


their Candour, I thought myſelf ſecure 
A 
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at leaſt of their favourable Reception: 
And I have not been deceived therein; 
for I have had the SatisfaQtion of hear- 
ing {whilſt I was myſelf unknown) my 
Intention at leaſt generally approved. 

But I have alſo heard ſeveral Objec- 
tions and Difficulties ſtarted againſt ſome 
Parts thereof, which may require ſome 
further Notice ; and ſhall, therefore, in 
the following Pages, impartially ſtate all 
of thoſe I * — = alſo 
briefly offer ſome further Reaſons; 
which, I hope, may contribute not only 
to their —_ vt alſo more effec- 
tually to ſu e general Deſign. 

And fir F ones the Propola 
relating to Waggons, c. that their 
Horſes ſhould draw abreaſt : 

It is objected only, that they muſt 
then be driven from a Seat behind, with 
the additional Expence of a Poſtilion- 
boy ; becauſe, many of the Horſes in 
ſuch Teams being of Spirit, a fingle 
Driver will not be able otherwiſe to 
manage them. 

To which, if it does not of itſelf ap- 
pear to be only a further Reaſon to 
prove the Utility, by the Security of 


this Method of Driving, I anſwer, 
That the preſent deep Ruts, and their 
Furrows, are the Ditches and Banks be- 
tween 
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tween which only, the Horſes can paſs ; 
and thoſe, therefore, dangerous in other 
Ref as they now be, are the prin- 
cipal Guidances by the Aſſiſtance of 
which the Drivers are able to manage 
ſo many in one long Team before them; 
of which themſelves are ſo ſenſible, 
that, until they come to ſuch Roads 
from their Inns in Town, where there 


are no ſuch Tracts to guide them, oy 
conſtantly alſo 


have their fore H 
ted by a Porter from the Inn ; although, 
2 Roads, as the Horſes now are, 

buried in their well-known 
Paths, their Drivers very uen 
truſt them even many Mues — 
own Management. 

There are numberleſs Inſtances of 
the Fatality of their preſent, but too 
uncertain, 5 — N 
Impoſſibili managing, with any ab- 
ſolute — their 857 Horſes 'in a 
Length as they now travel, when they 
happen to require any Management at 
all, with one Driver only, 

And, in Converſations I have often 
had with the moſt ſenfible Drivers, on 
this Subject, although they have gene- 
rally indeed declared it poſſible to drive 
them ſo many Years, without any Ac- 


cident occaſioned thereby, they have 
A 2 always 
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always nevertheleſs admitted, that, if 
any of the Horſes are vicious or unto- 


ward, it is impoſſible for any one Man, 


in that Manner, to manage them, 
And, I dare fay, it will be unneceſ- 
fary to prove, that, if we ſhould cure, 
or nearly prevent, all thoſe horrible 
Guidances, the Ruts, either the Fore- 
moſt or Thill Horſes of the preſent long 
Teams muſt be too much neglected ; 
for it is moſt apparent they will then all 
of them require to be more cloſely at- 
tended to, as there will be no ſuch Gui- 
dances, or formidable Walls, to be over- 
leaped. 

And it is well known, that, when the 
foremoſt Horſes are, at any Time, in 
Confuſion, the Driver can now onl 
inſtantly apply himſelf to the Thill 
Horſe; and then fortunate is he, if, 
with his utmoſt Strength, he can guide 
only the Carriage, until thoſe Horſes 
have recovered themſelves, and become 
ſteady again : 

Whilit, on the other hand abreaſt, 
our Coachmen with their Reins, and in 
their commodious Situation, can eaſily 
govern even the moſt unruly Horſes ; 
and the additional Poſtilion-boy (who 


would be otherwiſe alſo uſeful) would 
ſaye the now neceſſary Expence of an- 
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other Horſe rns 
which would alſo, I believe, be a 
lance in Favour of ſuch Wha 


Owners, | 

But I had hardly i another 
Doubt, caring tothe Independancy of 
Horſes in this Manner, required any 
further Conſideration, until lately, when 
I have (and by an underſtanding Perſon 
too) been deſired to offer ſome Reaſons, 
why, if the Two Lines of Horſes ſhould 
IT” 0 

ual Stren may not there 
Fr the Direction as — 
Wheels, and and by their 
thereby increaſed Friction on the Sides 
of the Ruts, (of which by the way, we 
hope, there would then be none at all) 
. 

And, in Anſwer thereto, (al 
n y material Force in 
Objection, Farmers need more 
carefully match their need only mor their 
Strength) I ſhall appeal to the Obſer- 
vance of thoſe many * Carriages, who, in 
order to obtain ſome of the very Advan- 
tages we are now wiſhin to the Wag 
gon Owners, 1 
od to quarter in — — 2 
times with One Horſe only, * 


7 See alſo hereafter, page 11. 
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the leaſt Inconveniency ; and our Poſt- 
Chaiſes alſo all of them, and even the 
Four-wheeled ones, are likewiſe drawn 
upon the ſame Principle ; their Shafts 
being the Conductors by which, in what- 
ever Path the Horſe may go, their 
Wheels are ſtill always kept in a recti- 
linear Direction with the Road; and ſo 
likewiſe the heavieſt Waggons, with 
Shafts ſkilfully adapted, (and theſe be- 
cauſe they are brought up and fixed to 
the Collar of the Horſe, may 
for their greater Certainty, and the more 
_ Fixture of the foremoſt ©) al be 
ought preferrable to a Pole) might, 
1 Eaſe, be * in 
ſuch Manner, as that I dare be confi- 
dent Experiments would prove, were 
their preſent Five Horſes, to be ſo 
in one Line only, in a Quartering Shaft, 
upon level Ground, they would not in 
drawing be ſenſible of any material Dif- 
ference ; for the 'Thill Horſe even then 
only could be poſſibly affected with any 
Power of Guidance, which would be 
of much leſs Conſequence than their 
reſent Strains and Shakes, occafioned 
y the Ruts. 

And their reſpective double Lines 
abreaſt being therefore ſo independant 
du each other, for the other Reaſons 
men- 
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mentioned alſo in the former Confider- 
ations thereon, I apprehend it is ſelf- 
evident, they will altogether be advan- 
taged by an Increaſe of Aſſiſtance from 
their Companions. 

And, further to prove the Uſe and 
Neceſſity of Horſes going in this Man- 
ner—and alſo concerning the propoſed 
certain Diſtance croſs-ways between the 
Wheels —To which laſt only it has 
been ſaid, This better omitted; for, as 
I N ht, and then * 
tai be made of different 
Widths, _— broad Wheels, as Rol- 
lers, would then alſo roll different Parts 
of the Road, and be therefore a Fur- 
therance to the Ends propoſed. 

l beg Leave to obſerve, that the pre- 
ſent Width in the Clear within croſs- 
ways, between theWheels of all Coaches, 
Sc. being Four Feet and Four Inches, 
and that of the Waggons, Sc. (with 
their narrow Wheels, as they are moſt 
commonly uſed) about Four Feet and 
Eight 3 there is now, therefore, but 
juſt convenient Room, on each Side of 
one of the ordinary or leſſer Ruts of ſuch 
Waggons, for the Quartering Tract; 
and one Line of the Horſes of all Car- 
rages, which travel in that Manner, be- 


ing of Neceſſity to go in the ſingle 
Waggon 
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Waggon Path, howſoever deep, that 
alſo may, by their long Teams, be 
worn, in Lanes, where there is only 
Room for One Waggon ; or, where 
their ſeveral Tracts are drawn too near 
each other in the preſent Form, for 
want of a ſufficient Space on both Sides, 
of one ar leaſt, of their Ruts, it is im- 
practicable for ſuch Quartering Carriages 
to travel at all. 
And, by Parity of Reaſon, I fear, 
when the Nine Inch Wheels are extend- 
ed to Six Feet and Two Inches, unleſs 
they likewiſe quarter, it will be found a 
too grievous Impediment to ſuch other 
Carriages; for the Waggon Horſes 
themſelves, paſſing always in one beaten 
Path, have been found to wear even 
that to a very conſiderable Depth. 
And although I am ſatisfied, the 
broader Wheels only, if more cannot 
be 20 are deſireable, as even 
in the ſofter Grounds they cannot make 
any Impreſſions of material Significancy ; 
yet, if they ſhould leave any at all, ex- 
tended, as they will then be, into the 
Quartering Tracts, I ſubmit to impar- 
tial Judgments the Conſideration of their 
Conſequences to ſuch other Carriages, 
or otherwiſe ; the beaten Paths of the 
Teams worn, as they now are, juſt 
| t vice 
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twice as much. with Six Horſes in 
Length, as they would be in double 
Lines with Three only, being alſo of 
Neceſſity one of the Quartering Tracts ; 
thoſe Carriages muſt, I doubt, at leaſt 
always go upon the Tilt, which, it is 
demonſtrable, would then be of infi- 


nite Prejudice to the Draft. 


Whereas on the other hand, by the 
united and co-operating Methods, and 
concurring Reaſons, mentioned in the 
Propoſals and former Confiderations 
thereon, under that Article, I conceive 
all Carriages would then travel upon the 
Square, and with equal improved Ad- 
vantage. 

Even the Croſs-roads would moſt na- 
turally, of themſelves, fall into their 


intended Form, without One Shilling 


of Expence on that Account ; the little 
neceſſary one, of only laying down their 
Ruts for the Waggons to paſs, being all 
that is requiſite alſo for this Purpoſe : 
And this at all Adventures muſt be done 
for only the broader Wheels, as there 


are few or none of thoſe Carriages but 


which alſo travel in ſuch Croſs-roads 
(and, by the way, ought yearly to 
be done under the prefent Eſtabliſh- 
ment) ; and after that, and even from 
the firſt Inſtance, leſs than One Half od 

B the 
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the preſent neceſſary Labour and Ex- 
pence for Repairs will be found «well 
enough to ſuffice. 

And, if there is not ſume ſtandard 

idth (and the propoſed one is calcu- 
lated to the pretent Dimenſions cf thoſe 
Carriages} for their Wheets, by au un- 
reſt ned Liberty of doing therein as 
they lixed beſt (when the Ku's are no 
more) trom the Whims and Caprice of 
Mankind, many and great Inconvenien- 
cics and Confuſion will moſt certainly 
ariſe; our very Roads will be found 
monopolized, and the wealthieſt Wag- 
gon Owner, with his enormous Car- 
riage, will have Power of diſtreſſing his 
narrower pocketed Brother, by obſtruct- 
ing his Paſſage in Places where other- 
wie Two moderate equal ſized Car- 
"_ might commodiouſly paſs each 
Other. 


The other propoſed Methods or Rules 


of Travelling, or the future Poſſibility 


of them, would be thereby in a great 
Meaſure defeated; and the general Com- 

laint of narrow Ways, inſtead of be- 
ing leſſened, would undoubtedly be in- 
creaſed; for many of thoſe now wide 
enough, would then alſo be found too 
narrow to anſwer ſuch uncertain Pur- 


ſes. 
* I muſt 
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I muſt own indeed, that ſuch are the 
Prejudices of the Generality of Man- 
kind againſt any Innovations, and ſuch 
their Attachments to their former Cuſ- 
toms, how much ſoever they may re- 
quire Alteration, that it is hardly prac- 
ticable to perſuade them even to their 
own Intereſts ; and that partially only, 
the propoſed Regulations (if more can- 
not be at once obtained) by way of In- 
troduction, and to evince their Utility, 
are to be wiſhed for: Yet I am inclin- 
ed to hope, for the Sake only of the 
Publick, that ſuch other of the before- 
mentioned Propoſals at leaſt, or ſuch 
other Meaſures as ſhall be found mate- 
rially neceſſary to be attendant on, and 
operating Aſſiſtants to, the broader 
Wheels, and which will be productive 
of the moſt ſalutary Effects to all Ranks 
of People, without being the leaſt Bur- 
den to any of them, may be effected in 
ſuch Manner, as that any future neceſ- 
ſary Laws may only be additional 
Amendments, and not Alterations. 

I have not the leaſt doubt, but that 
the heavieſt Carriages may be * eaſieſt, 

| and 
* See alſo foregoing, page 5. 


And for theſe Reaſons: The Rabbit and other 
Carts alſo of many Places, and in general in the Coun- 


ty of E, with Two, Three, and Four Horſes, and 
r | B 2 their 
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and moſt expeditiouily, drawn by their 

Horſes abreaſt ;—the Roads will then 

every where of themſelves naturally be- 

come paſſable for all Carriages, without 
a any 


their weightieſt natural Burdens, now conſtantly travel 
in this Manner. The Stage Coaches alſo of that 
County, with Four Horſes only, I have ſeen freight- 
ed with Eighteen or Nineteen luſty Perſons, in and 
about them, beſides other Lu e; themſelves being 
likewiſe ſuitably heavy, and laden with Iron Furni- 
ture, c. for their Security: All of which, allowing 
only One Hundred and an Half Pounds Weight for 
— Perſon, will eaſily, I preſume, be ſuppoſed, on 
a moderate Computation, to amount to conſiderably 
more than 'Two Tons and an Half; and, perhaps, 
might be found more nearly equal to even the preſent 
ſtatutable Waggon Allawance : And with this they 
can, and do conſtantly, run Fifty-one Miles, from 
Colcheſter, (and, in the Summer Seaſon, from Har- 
<cich, which js upwards of Twenty Miles further) in 
One caſy Day only: And, I am well aſſured, ſeveral 
of their heavieſt Waggons, laden with Wool and other 
Staple Commodities, ſenſible alſo, no doubt, of the 
Conveniency of doing ſo (on good Roads) for ſome 
Years paſt (before the late Statute with their Six Horſes, 
and fince that Tine with Five only) have continued 
drawing in this Manner: And, to this Cuſtom of 
drawing ſo, the remarkable Goodneſs of the high 
Roads in that County is, in a great Meaſure, attribu, 
ted. Thoſe Roads are every where ſpacious enough 


for ſeveral Carriages; and it is obſervable therein, 


that only One Waggon Tract, and its Ruts (or, in 
ſome Places, Two at moſt) of any material Conſe- 
quence, are at any Time to be found : Which may 
alfo ſerve, I apprehend, abundantly to prove the Uie 
of this Method of Practice, and to induce every one 
to wiſh for, in all Plices, the like Kind of Advan- 
tages; and which, added to the other Aſſiſtance of the 
broader Wheels, will then undoubtedly, at once, com- 
pietely anſwer all the moi deſirable Ends. 


12 — 2 = «wo a r. n 


e K © A >a erA2S 


Ss . OA a aud 


—— hs & 


S To fo nr EL 


3 


LFA F TLS BORA 


Further REASONS, &e. 


any additional Expence whatſoever, and 
require no future Alterations in that Re- 
pet ; — the Waggon Owners may be 
lowed to carry any Weight they can 
draw with Six Horſes, and will be there- 
by greatly benefited ; — the wp En- 
gines (againſt which they now clamour 
ſo loudly) would become needleſs ; — 
and all Perſons being convinced of theſe 
by their Conſequences, will afterwards 
not only moſt chearfully ſubmit to, but 
be deſirous of, any further neceſſary 
and effectual Regulations. 

Neither am I unſenſible, with how 
great Tenderneſs ſome Perſons ra- 
ther incline, by Rewards, to tempt and 
encourage Mankind to the Approbation 
of their own Advantages, and by Length 
of Time, and its Conſequences, to open, 
the Eyes even of Infatuation, than to 
compel them thereto: And it is with 
all due Deference to ſuch humane Opi- 
nions I ſhall briefly only remark, 

That, from the very Nature and In- 
tent of the broader Wheels (and ſo like- 
wiſe may be eaſily conceived of the 
other propoſed Regulations) they can- 
not, nor can any of them, be of their 
intended Uſe, unleſs generally or- 


For 
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For otherwiſe they would be only by 


ſome obſerved, and the remaining nar. 
row Wheels would till be harrowing 
up the Ground much faſter than their 
broader ones could roll it down again, 
to their unſupportable and continued 
Hinderance ; the firſt only mentionable 
Taſk would be by them always per- 
forming, never to be completed ; and 
even thoſe few muſt thereby ſhortly be 
effectually diſheartened : The good Ef- 
fects of the Intention could then never 
be known at all; for the Roads only 
would be daily rolled by ſome, to be 
by others torn up again; and, by the 
laſting Difficulty of drawing thoſe broader 
Wheels over the then continuing Ruts, 
all the Inconveniencies before-mention- 
ed will moſt naturally recur. 

Neither would it be eaſy to deter- 
mine how, or in what Manner, and for 
what, ſuch Bounties ſhould be raiſed 
and paid: If out of a publick Fund, 
this would be attended with its Difficul- 
ties; even the Receivers thereof will at- 
terwards be at Liberty to fall back again 
into their former Uſage, and moſt cer- 
tainly muſt, in a ſhort Time, do ſo, 
unleſs ſuch new - intended Regulation 
ſhould become general, and every even- 
tual good Effect would be thereby de- 
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feated, and the Farmers, &c. would be 
only more diſguſted by an unſucceſsful 


| (becauſe not equal) Experiment: And, 


were the Cuſtom to become general, 
ſuch Bounties muſt be then paid to 
every Carriage Owner, to an immenſe 
Sum. 

And, if the Conformers were to be 
exempt from Turnpike Tolls (which, it 
has been ſaid, appears the moſt equit- 
able, as it would beſt encourage them 
to Perſeverance) this alſo would be at- 
tended with much worſe Conſequences. 

For, as many Perſons have advanced 
large Sums of Money on the Credit of, 
and payable out of, thoſe Tolls ; if the 
Aer were to become general, 
thoſe Funds muſt ceaſe, and their Debts 
could therefore then never be paid at 
all; and if it were to be only fo inef- 
fectually partial, thoſe Debts would alſo 
be proportionally burdenſome or preca- 
rious, and their Credit the leſs; and 
the conforming Parties could never be 
again chargeable thereto but by another 
Act for that Purpoſe, which would de- 
{troy the Meaning ot the firſt. 

Whereas if it is ordained by a gene- 
ral Law, all Perſons muit conform, to 
the mutual Advantage of all ; and, by 
the Savings for Repairs, Sc. the Com- 

miſſioners 
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miſſioners and Truſtees of ſuch Turns 
pikes will be enabled the ſooner to pay 
off thoſe Incumbrances, .until all are 
diſcharged; and then although, upon 
the moſt frequented Roads, it cannot 
be expected but that ſome auxiliary 
Tolls may be neceſſary, when their pre- 
ſent Terms are expired, and Debts paid ; 
Two in Four at leaſt of the preſent 
Turnpikes will, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, be found alſo needleſs. 
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